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                       News From Around the Region       
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St. Johns- 

 

ñBy faith all things are fulfilled: Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might with 

surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at the right hand of God which 

hope cometh of faith maketh an Anchor to the souls of men, which would make 

them sure and steadfast, always abounding in good works, being led to glorify 

God.ò      Ether 5:3b-4 
 

 

Editor : Jim Bradley ï Algonac Branch ï 1-586-752-5965 or email at  zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net 

 
Algonac Branch   By: Val Bradley 

 

 
The weekend of February 13, Bethany 
Moses, Brianna Morrison and  Josh Pirt 

attended the Kidôs Camp at the Garden 
City Restoration Branch.  They really 

enjoyed the classes and said teachers 
Ron Saylor, Doug Daggett and Brian 

Daggett did a great job.  They learned 
about the Narrow Way, the Rod of 
Iron, and Lehi, Nephi an d their visions.  

They also discussed what heaven will 
be like some day.  They also really 

enjoyed swimming at the YMCA.  They 
shared in the ministry of music at the 

11:00 a.m. service on Sunday.  Many 

thanks to Garden City for hosting the 
camp, Director, Betty Lou Newman, 

the teachers, and all who participated 
and helped to make this a wonderful 
experience for the youth.  

 
On February 16, the Womenôs and 

Menôs meetings were held in the home 
of Todd and Liz Moses.  With Nadine 

Moses as the pastry chef, the w omen 
were shown how to make potato 
doughnuts.  They had a lot of fun and 

everyone enjoyed sampling them 
afterwards!  The men had an Open 

Forum.  There was a discussion on the 
duties of the Elder.  They also 
compared editions of the various 
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Priesthood manua ls and talked about 
the differences/revisions.  

 
On Saturday, February 20, the Moses 
clan held a 100 th  birthday Open House 

for John Moses at the American Legion 
Hall in Memphis.  Everyone (over 100 

people!) came to honor John and the 
life he has lived.  The  huge gathering 

of family and friends was a testament 
to how many lives he has touched over 
the years.  What a celebration!  John 

and his wife Irene looked wonderful 
and seemed to enjoy visiting and 

reminiscing with the guests.  The food 
was delicious and there were lots of 

balloons, birthday cakes and cameras.  
The paparazzi were everywhere as 
photos were being taken constantly 

throughout the afternoon.  Grandson, 
Todd Moses, put together a slide show 

of wonderful photos spanning the 
century.  What wonderf ul memories 
for so many!  Gary and Tim Holmes 

played and sang a wide variety of 
music, which everyone enjoyed.  It 

was like a big family reunion é 
everyone was so happy to be there to 

wish John well.  Congratulations once 
again, John!  We love you and may God 
continue to bless and be with you.  

 
As reported by Jim Bradley  

On Sunday, February 21, our Algonac 
Branch was invited to worship with the 

saints at the Oakwood Restoration 
Branch.  The very special guest 
speaker was Elder John Moses.  

Everyone was bles sed by the Spirit as 
he preached the old Jerusalem Gospel, 

as only he can.  He also shared 
numerous testimonies that he has 
experienced over his many years in the 

church.  What a thrill it was to sit 
under his ministry once again.  We 

shared a potluck meal  after the 
service, in honor of Johnôs 100th  

birthday.  We heard many loving 
testimonies and stories about how this 

man of God has touched so many lives.  
It was also a great chance to visit with 
saints that we had not seen in a long 

time.  It was such a w onderful day that 
we shared with ñmy hero,ò John 

Moses!  
 

Elder Hod Powers was fortunate to be 
able to attend the Menôs Retreat in 
Lansing on March 12 and 13. He stated 

that he really enjoyed Elder Aaron 
Smithôs class on restoration prophecy 

and the wonderf ul fellowship with his 
brothers in Christ.  

 
On Sunday, March 28, at 10:00 a.m., 
the children presented an Easter 

program, under the direction of Kelli 
Williams.  There were various readings 

and songs by the youth and the 
congregation.  The children display ed 
their own hand -crafted tombs.  As they 

each opened up the tombs and rolled 
the rock away, we could see an angel 

inside.  Kelli and Todd Moses did a 
reading entitled, ñThe Burden.ò  It 

made us realize that our own burdens 
are no heavier than anyone elseôs and 
if we trust in the Lord, He will give us 

the strength we need and make them 
lighter and easier to bear.  What a 

wonderful reminder that the Lord bore 
the heaviest burden of all when He 

died on the cross for us.  He will never 
leave us or forsake us.  What a gift!  
We were all then invited to come to 

the alter and write our names 
(burdens) on a brick and then place 

them at the foot of the cross, which 
was on the rostrum.  At the end of the 
program, the children handed out 

bookmarks with a poem on each side.  
Thank you to our Algonac children:  

Brianna Morrison, Nick Monroe, Jr., 
Bethany Moses, Alyssa & Miles 
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Marcangelo, Daynna Harm, and Ava & 
David Nagy.  They did a wonderful job!  

A very special thank you, also, to Kelli 
Williams and Todd Moses.  
 

On Sunday, April 11, there was a 
special potluck meal after the service.  

It was a chance to enjoy food and 
fellowship with Rita & Thilo Bendler.  

They were in town visiting Hod and 
Nina Powers and were headed back to 
Germany that afternoon.   

 
On Sunday, Apri l 18, the Otter Lake 

and Hartland branches were invited to 
meet with our branch for worship and 

fellowship.  Our guest minister was 
Elder Doug Daggett, who brought a 
wonderful and challenging message to 

us.  The special ministry of music was 
presented by t he Moses Trio (Todd, Liz, 

and Bethany).  What a treat!  We really 
enjoyed the food and fellowship with 
our dear saints after the service é 

many of which we donôt see often 
enough!  

 
On Tuesday, April 27, our Womenôs and 

Menôs meetings were held at Elaine 
Harmôs home.  Val Bradley taught the 
womenôs class.  The topic was 

ñCultivating Christlike Character.ò  She 
read an article by Charles F. Stanley, 

and then the women looked up 
Scriptures relating to the topic.  They 

discussed habits and attitudes that 
needed  to be pruned from their lives 
and ways in which to adopt more 

Christlike characteristics.  As always, 
the meeting ended with a circle prayer.  

Gary Holmes led the men as they 
discussed the Epitome of Faith.  They 
also talked about the conditions and 

conce rns of the saints.  
 

 
 

 
News and Notes  

 
¶ Ray and Nadine Moses flew to 

Florida in March to visit Elaine 
Harm and do some sight -seeing.  

They then drove Elaine back 
home.  We understand that they 
made it home in record time, 

with Ray at the wheel!  We are 
espe cially happy to have Elaine 

back home, as she was gone all 
winter!  

 
¶ March and April proved to be a 

busy time filled with music for 
the Moses family.  On March 14 th , 

Todd & Liz participated in a 
concert with InVoice that 
benefited Haiti. Bethany 

performed w ith the Anchor Bay 
Youth Honors Choir for her third 

and final time on March 29 th  at 
Anchor Bay High School. Each 
family member also had a 

concert at their respective 
schools, rounding out 5 concerts 

for the month. Bethany also 
competed with her piano at 

Federation on March 13 th , 
earning a 97 out of 100 and a 
gold cup trophy.   April didnôt 

seem to slow down at all with 
the music activities. The month 

started with a trip to spend 
Easter with family in New York 

City. While in Manhattan, the 
family took in a B roadway 
performance from the Blue Man 

Group. Once back in Michigan, 
Bethany started in with 

rehearsals for the high school 
production of the musical 
ñAnnieò at Anchor Bay High 

School. She was the only middle 
school actress chosen from 

throughout the distri ct to join 



4 

the high school students. On 
April 17 th , Todd & Liz performed 

once again with InVoice at a 
concert setting combined with 
the choirs from Macomb 

Community College and Lansing 
Community College.  We are 

proud of all three of them and 
their accompl ishments!  

 
 
¶ Congratulations to Elaine Harm 

on becoming a GREAT grandma 

(again!) to granddaughter 
Sarahôs (Dunning) baby Mea, 
born on April 26.  We are so 

happy for the whole family!  
 

¶ Weôd like to thank Connie Burns 
for decorating our tables so 

nicely for o ur monthly potlucks.  
Itôs been a real treat to walk into 

our fellowship hall and see the 
tables looking so beautiful.  We 
appreciate her time and talent!  

Weôd also like to thank Nina 
Powers for putting her special 

skills to use in the way she sets 
up our  worship centers in the 

sanctuary.  It really adds a lot to 
our worship experience.  We 
appreciate you, sister Nina!  

 
¶ Ongoing prayers would be 

appreciated for Mary Cargill and 
family, Marge and Gary Holmes, 

Jean and Larry John, Bonnie 
(Cargill) Tracy, Kevi n Powers, 

Barbara Krinkie, Kelli Williams, 
Nina Powers, and Jim Bradley.   

 
We are enjoying this season of renewal 
and rebirth, with summer on the near 

horizon.  We are excited about the 
upcoming reunion in July and look 

forward to seeing many of you there !   
May God bless and be with each one of 

you as you seek to serve Him.  As 
always, you remain in our thoughts 

and prayers.  

Atlanta Branch   By: Roberta Davis 
 
 
New Arrival  

Danna Howard had a little girl on 
February 4 th , named Aurora Jayden 

Redman.  Congra tulations!  Danna 
lives in Mio, Michigan.  Our best wishes 
to you and your baby.  

 
March 13, & 14 th , Elders Harry Hyde 

and Jim Wregglesworth attended the 
Menôs Retreat in Lansing, Michigan. 

 
Our Pastor, Harry Hyde, is holding a 
study class every Wednesday 

afternoon at the church for those who 
are interested in learning more about 

the church.  
 

Brenda Gardugue, Heath Slaterôs 
mother, has terminal cancer.  Our 
prayers are for Heath and Jessica as 

they leave to go to Australia to be with 
her.   

 
May 9 th , our gue st minister for the 
11:00 a.m. service will be Kreg 

Levengood from Independence, MO.  
We are looking forward to his ministry.  

 
Prayer Requests : 

Lillian Benac is in the ñCare Facilityò in 
Hillman, and has asked for prayers on 
her behalf, that the affliction  P.O.B.D. 

would be taken away.  
Our pastor, Harry Hyde, had a hip 

replaced on March 23 rd .  He was back 
in church two weeks after surgery 

using his two canes for support.  He is 
coming along very nicely.  
 

We would appreciate continued 
prayers for Dixie and C liff Goodfellow, 
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Mary Lade, Jim Wregglesworth, 
Christaniane, Dolores Howard and 

Eleanor Wregglesworth.  
 
Birthdays : 

March:  
David Ouderkirk ï 1st  

Norma Pontius ï 9 th  
Doris Hott ï 21 st  

Harry Hyde ï 23 rd  
 
April:  

Shawn Clay ï 2nd  
Gordon Burns ï 7 th  

Roberta Dav is ï 15 th  
Larry Peters ï 21 st  

Dallae Hyde II ï 29 th  
 
June:  

Mark Ouderkirk, - 11 th  
Jacob Clay ï 19 th  

Lillian Benac ï 28 th  
 
July:  

Mabel Peters ï 2nd  
Eleanor Wregglesworth ï 10 th  

Steve Bell ï 11 th  
Tonja Korona ï 18 th  

John Pontius ï 20 th  
 
Have you ever met an angel?  

You donôt have to look too far; 
You probably see one every day,  

No matter where you are.  
              -  Kathryn Wiesenhoele  
 

Amherstburg 
 

 

Dowagiac  

 

 

Eckerman 

 

 

Garden City    

 

May 9 th    Motherôs Day 
For those who are lucky to still be 

blessed wit h your Mom this is  
beautiful. For those who aren't, this is 

even more beautiful.  
 
The young mother set her foot on the 

path of life. "Is this the long way?" she 
asked.  

And the guide said "Yes, and the way is 
hard. And you will be old  

before you reach the e nd of it. But the 
end will be better than the beginning."  
 

But the young mother was happy, and 
she would not believe that anything  

could be better than these years.  
 
So she played with her children, she 

fed them and bathed them, and  
taught them how to tie their shoes and 

ride a bike and reminded them to  
feed the dog, and do their homework 

and brush their teeth.  
 
The sun shone on them, and the young 

Mother cried, "Nothing will ever be 
lovelier than this."  

 
Then the nights came, and the storms, 

and the path w as sometimes dark,  
and the children shook with fear and 
cold, and the mother! drew them  

close and covered them with her arms, 
and the children said, "Mother, we  

are not afraid, for you are near, and no 
harm can come."  

 
And the morning came, and there was 
a hill ahead, and the children  

climbed and grew weary, and the 
mother was weary. But at all times she  

said to the children, "A little patience 
and we are there."  
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So the children climbed, and as they 

climbed they learned to weather  
the storms. And with this , she gave 
them strength to face the world. Year  

after year, she showed them 
compassion, understanding, hope, but 

most of all unconditional love.  
 

And when they reached the top they 
said, "Mother, we would not have done 
it without you."  

 
The days went on, and the weeks and 

the months and the years, and the  
mother grew old and she became little 

and bent. But her children were  
tall and strong, and walked with 
courage. And the mother, when she lay  

down at night, looked up at the stars 
and said, "This is a bett er day than  

the last, for my children have learned 
so much and are now passing these  
traits on to their children."  

 
And when the way became rough for 

her, they lifted her, and gave her  
their strength, just as she had given 

them hers.  
One day they came to a hill, and 
beyond the hill, they could see a  

shining road and golden gates flung 
wide.  

 
And mother said: "I have reached the 

end of my journey. And now I know  
the end is better than the beginning, 
for my children can walk with  

dignity and pride, with thei r heads held 
high, and so can their children after 

them."  
 
And the children said, " You will always 

walk with us, Mother, even  
when you have gone through the 

gates." And they stood and watched 
her as she went on alone, and the 

gates closed after her. And t hey said: 
"We  

cannot see her, but she is with us still. 
A Mother like ours is more than a  
memory. She is a living presence."  

 
Your Mother is always with you. She's 

the whisper of the leaves as you  
walk down the street, she's the smell 

of certain foods you remember,  
flowers you pick and perfume that she 
wore, she's the cool hand on your brow  

when you're not feeling well, she's 
your breath in the air on a cold  

winter's day. She is the sound of the 
rain that lulls you to sleep, the colors 

of a rainbow, she is Christmas 
morning.  
 

Your Mother lives inside your laughter. 
And she's crystallized in every tear 

drop.  
 
A mother shows every 

emotion..........happiness, sadness, 
fear, jealousy, love, hate, anger, 

helplessness, excitement, joy, 
sorrow.....and all the  

while , hoping and praying you will only 
know the good feelings in life.  
 

She's the place you came from, your 
first home, and she's the map you  

follow with every step you take. She's 
your first love, your first friend,  

even your first enemy, but nothing on 
earth  can separate you. Not time,  
not space...............not even death!  
 

May 23 rd  Memorial Day  
 

 
 
Tough Service  
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One Sunday morning, the preacher 
noticed little Alex standing in the 

church foyer staring up at a large 
plaque.  It was covered with names 
and ha d small flags mounted on either 

side of it.  The preacher walked over, 
stood beside the boy, and said quietly, 

ñGood morning, Alex.ò 
ñGood morning, Preacher,ò he replied, 

still focused on the plaque.  
ñPreacher, what is this?ò 
ñWell son, itôs a memorial to all the 

young men and women who died in the 
service.ò 

Soberly, they just stood together, 
staring at the large plaque.  Finally, 

little Alexôs voice, barely audible and 
trembling with fear asked, ñWhich 
service é the 9:30 or the 10:30?ò 

 
                                 -  Author Unknown  

 
May 24 th  Victoria Day, 

Canada  

 

Lake Mission    

 

 

Lima    

 

 

 

 

June 14 th  Flag Day  
 
June 20 th  Fatherôs Day 

 

        The excert below is from the 
Silver Anniversary Book on 

Father's day published in 1935. I 
would like to thank William 

Jackson Smart's great 
granddaughter, Bonnie, for 
sharing this with us.  

        "This year, 1935, the 
Silver Anniversary of 

Fathers' Day is being 
observed. Thirty -seven 

years ago, in the Big Bend 
hills of Washington, the 
day had its nativity in a 

lonely farm dwelling. There 
Sorrow ministered amid 

the moaning of the March 
winds.  

        A father sat with 
bowed head in his 
aloneness. About him 

clung his weeping children. 
The winds outside threw 

great scarfs of powdered 
snow against the window 
panes, when suddenly the 

last born tore himself from 
the group and rushed out 

into the storm calling for 
his mother. Yet even his 

baby voice could not 
penetrate the great silence 
that held this mother.  

        Hurriedly, the father 
gathered him back to his 

prote ction and for more 
than two decades, William 

Jackson Smart, alone, kept 
paternal vigilance over his 
motherless children.  

        This poignant 
experience in the life of 

Mrs. John Bruce Dodd of 
Spokane, Washington, who 
was then Sonora Louise 



8 

Smart, was the  inspiration 
for Fathers' Day which 

materialized through the 
devotion of this father and 
the father of her own son, 

John Bruce Jr., born in 
1909. Through the 

observance of the love and 
the sacrifice of fathers 

about her everywhere, her 
idea of Fathers' Day  
crystallized in 1910, 

through a formal Fathers' 
Day petition asking 

recognition of fatherhood."  

What Makes A Dad  

God took the strength of a mountain,  
The majesty of a tree,  

The warmth of a summer sun,  

The calm of a quiet sea,  
The generous soul of nature,  

The comforting arm of night,  
The wisdom of the ages,  

The power of the eagle's flight,  

The joy of a morning in spring,  
The faith of a mustard seed,  

The patience of eternity,  
The depth of a family need,  

Then God combined these qualities,  
When there was nothi ng more to add,  

He knew His masterpiece was 

complete,  
And so, He called it ... Dad   

Author is unknown  

  

 

 

Oakwood   By: Jay Havener 
 
It has been a busy spring here at 

Oakwood! It has been great to get our 
snowbirds back. We know that they go 

to enjoy the w armer winter weather, 

but our hearts become warmer when 
we have them back in our midst.  

We had four baptisms ðall from the 
same family. We welcomed into 
fellowship Jordan Moore, Viva Dorr, 

Rosa Duvernois, and Mary Fry. Jordan 
is the grandson of Ed and Cand y 

MacDonald, Viva is Candyôs 
Grandmother, Rosa is Candyôs Mother 

and Mary is Candyôs Aunt. It was truly 
a family affair ðthe MacDonald 
extended family joining Godôs Family! 

It was a beautiful service and 
everyone felt Godôs wonderful spirit in 

abundance.  
We had a great Motherôs Day service. 

It was good seeing all of the mothers 
flanked by their families worshipping 
together! After the service all were 

treated to our annual Motherôs Day 
dinner. Jay Havener and a crack team 

of helpers served ham, fried chicken , 
potatoes and gravy, green beans, 
tossed salad, rolls and homemade 

berry shortcake. It must have been 
good because there was little left over 

and everyone left the fellowship with 
smiles on their faces!  

Our Wednesday Prayer Services have 
been very uplifti ng. There is so much 
strength to be gained from prayer 

services. It is good to sit in the 
sanctuary with our brothers and sisters 

and feel the Spirit of God move among 
us, blessing us, enticing us, and 

encouraging us to live closer to our 
Heavenly Father. We have often heard 
someone say, ñI almost didnôt come 

tonight because I was so tired, but I 
am glad I came. And you know what? 

Iôm not tired anymore! Iôm energized 
and ready to take on the rest of the 
week!ò We have learned so many times 

first hand, that the prayers of the 
Saints availeth much!  

Our adult Sunday School class is going 
through the ñGo Ye and Teachò slides. 
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It is good from time to time to be 
reminded who and what we are. To 

remember that God did a mighty work 
when He restored his church. Our 
young people will soon have the 

opportunity to have the slides 
presented to them ðto hear and see 

the story of the church unfold before 
them. Even our sermons of late have 

served to remind us that we are a 
peculiar people called to a specific 
work in establi shing Godôs Kingdom 

 

Otter Lake   By: Susie Daggett 

Our nursing student Lynette Daniels 
has made the Presidents list for the 

last two semesters! She is studying 
hard and we congratulate her on her 

grades. Denise Daggett graduated with 
high honors on May 1 st, receiving her 
Associate Degree in Arts. Her parents 

accompanied her to an honors 
reception to celebrate her success. 

Congratulations Denise! We are having 
a baby blessing May 16 th  for the new 
son of Courtney Stevens. 

Congratulations Courtney on your new  
son! Tenth grader Josie Deland was 

able to travel to New York with her 
band class in April. They were able to 

see the Broadway show Lion King and 

to see the Philharmonic perform . 

 

Port Huron    
 

 

July 1 st  Canada Day  

 
 

July 4 th  Independence Day  
 
'Governments are instituted among 

men, deriving their just powers from 

the consent of the governed; that 

whenever any form of government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is 

the right of the people to alter or 

abolish it.' ð Declaration of 

Independence 

 

 

 

 About the Fourth of July  
 

Independence Day is the birthday of 

the United States of America and is 

celebrated on the Fourth of July each 

year. Independence Day is the 

anniversary of the day on which the 

Declaration of Independence was 

adopted by the Continental Congress 

on July 4, 1776.  

John Adams, one of the founders of our 

new nation, said, "I am apt to believe 

that it will be celebrated by succeeding 

generations as the great anniversary 

festival. It ought to be commemorated 

as the day of deliverance, by solemn 

acts of devotion to God Almighty. It 

ought to be solemnized with pomp and 

parade, with shows, games, sports, 

guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, 

from one end of this continent to the 
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other, from this time forward for 

evermore." Independence Day was first 

celebrated in Philadelphia on July 8, 

1776.  

In 1941, Congress declared July 4 a 

legal public holiday.  

 

 
 

Restoration In The Woods Mission    

 

Sanilac   By: Kathleen Palmer 

 
ñBlooming Where We Areò by 

Perry Tanksley   When a place needs 
flow ers to freshen the air, God 

arranges for flowers to be planted 
there, on obscure mountain trails and 

in woods enchanted and by uncharted 
streams, Godôs flowers are planted.  

Near the Artic Circle, when summer 
melts the snow, and with few to 
behold, such br illiant flowers grow, 

like roses in the desert, spreading 
fragrance afar, may we keep on 

growing and blooming where we are.  
 

 February was a cold month for 
the whole United States except Hawaii, 
which was the only state that didnôt 

have snow!  Bill and Ka thleen Palmer 
were there for the month of February.  

The weather was in the high 70ôs and 
low 80ôs.  We were there also for the 
tsunami, which didnôt come to the 

islands as predicted.  We were 
evacuated to higher ground until the 

all clear.  We were safe a nd again 
thank the Lord for His blessings.  

 
 March brought more cold 

weather and some snow, but we are all 
looking forward to spring.  Eric and 
Cory Eliason traveled to Missouri with 

sons Briggs and Bryer to have the 
babies blessed on March 24 th .  Barent 

and Barb Eliason also traveled to 
Missouri for this special event.  His 

Grandfather Elder Barent Eliason, Ericôs 
father, blessed Briggs and his 
Grandfather, Elder Don Cutshall, Coryôs 

father, blessed Bryer.  It was a very 
special day with all the families 

attending.   
 

 All three sons, Peter, Barry, and 
Eric Eliason, and families also 
celebrated their fatherôs, 79th  birthday.  

This was a very special occasion for 
Barent with his three sons.  They all 

stayed for some time in Missouri to 
visit with family and friends.  
 

 Denise Rich has been very ill, 
and had to have surgery.  She is feeling 

much better now and is back to work.  
Now her stepfather, Ernie Stolicker, is 

very sick after gall bladder surgery.  He 
has been in the University of Michigan 
Hospital in An n Arbor having several 

more surgeries.  Denise has been there 
supporting her mother.  Ernie and the 

family need prayers.  
 

 Aubree Rich, along with the 
Sandusky Senior High Band members, 
went by bus to Orlando, Florida where 

the band marched at the Magic 
Kingdom; Disney World.  A good time 

was had, and we are very proud of 
Aubree.  She plays the trumpet among 
other instruments.  

 
 Gary DesJardins, a 5 th  grader at 

Peck School, played his trumpet for 
one of our worship services.  He is a 
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band member at Peck Sch ool.  It is 
wonderful that our youth share their 

talents.   
 
 Ella Haynes is still having 

problems walking and very much 
needs prayers.  Nellie makes sure her 

mother gets to church every Sunday.  
 

 Viola Phelps (Carol Hoeldtkeôs 
mother) is now at the Tuscol a Medical 
Care Facility.  This is a difficult time for 

Carol and her family as they make this 
transition.  Her address is 1285 Cleaver 

Road, Carol, MI 48723.  Cards and 
prayers would be a comfort to them.  

 
 We had a very special service 
ñRemembering Jesusò on April 1 st  with 

our Pastor Elder Barent Eliason 
presiding.  We also had a communion 

service.  
 
 April 4 th  our Branch gathered to 

have an Easter breakfast at 8 a.m. 
after which we had our worship and 

11:00 a.m. Easter service with the 
choir singing, ñHe Lives.ò 

 
 Teacher Jim Negaard left for a 
new job in Kansas City.  We will all 

deeply miss Jim, his wonderful smile, 
and his teachings, but wish him only 

the best in his new adventure.  
 

 We are so happy to welcome 
Elder Wayne Bartrow and his wife, 
Mary Lou, to our church family.  

 
 A special ñthank youò to Dora 

Gutierrez for the February and March 
worship table setting, and to Cory 
Eliason for the April worship setting.  

This is a visual creative and spiritual 
way to worship the Lord, and we 

appreciate the pra yers and time put 
into this.  

 
 Happy Birthday to March 13 th , 
Barent Eliason; April 13 th , Mary Lee 

Cove and Annie Smith; and April 28 th , 
Esther Markey.  

 
 Happy Anniversary to February 

10 th , Lloyd and Denise Rich; March 
31 st , Randy and Debbie DesJardins, 
Apr il 2 nd , Eric and Cory Eliason, and 

April 10 th , Barent and Barb Eliason.  
 

 We are so thankful for all the 
guest ministers who take the time to 
travel to our branch and minister to us.  

THANK YOU Gary Holmes, Brian 
Daggett (Cathy), Leo Carroll (Clareen), 

Jay  Havener, and Gary Stephens.  
 

    

 

St. Johns    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone with new Email/phone/other info that you want published 

please send it to Jim Bradley! 
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Regional 

Activities for the next 

uarter  

 

May 15th  Hootenany @ 
Oakwood - eat at 6pm show 
at 7pm  

July 18 th -24 th   Children's 
Camp @ Erie Beach  

July 26 th  ïAug. 1 st   Reunion 
@ Vassar, MI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Editorõs Desk:  
 

Do You Know What These Two Men Have In Common? 

Ed Freeman and Michael Jackson 

                They both died June 25th, 2009.  

One was covered 24/7 by the mediaéthe other was forgotten. 

Travel back 45  

years.....  

You're a 19 -year -old kid. You're critically wounded and dying in the 

jungle in the Ia Drang Valley , 11 -14 -1965, LZ X -ray, Vietnam . Your 
infantry unit is outnumbered 8 -1 a nd the enemy fire is so intense, from 
100 or 200 yards away, that your own Infantry Commander has 

ordered the MediVac helicopters to stop coming in.  

You're lying there, listening to the enemy machine guns, and you know 

you're not getting out. Your family i s half way around the world, 



13 

12,000miles away and you'll never see them again. As the world starts 
to fadein and out, you know this is the day.  

Then, over the machine gun noise, you faintly hear that sound of a 
helicopter and you look up to see an unarmed Huey, but it doesn't 

seem real because no Medi -Vac markings are on it.  

Ed Freeman is coming for you. He's not Medi -Vac, so it's not his job, but 

he's flying his Huey down into the machine gun fire, after the Medi -
Vacs were ordered not to come.  

He's coming anyway.  

And he drops it in and sits there in the machine gun fire as  

they load 2 or 3 of you on board. Then he flies you up and out, through 

the gunfire to the doctors and nurses.  

And he kept coming back, 13 more times, and took about 30 of you and 
your bu ddies out, who would never have gotten out.  

Medal of Honor Recipient Ed Freeman died on  

Wednesday, June 25th, 2009, at the age of 80, in Boise , ID.    May God 

rest his soul.  

Since the media didn't give him the coverage he 
deserves, send this to every red - blooded American 
you know.  

THANKS AGAIN, ED,  
FOR WHAT YOU DID FOR OUR COUNTRYéR.I.P.

 

Anyone having articles or historical facts (that would be of interest to 

everyone), etc. please send them to me for future use. Please keep them to one 

page or less, as space is very limited and expensive. Thank you.   

 

Send to: 

 

Jim Bradley 

69250 Campground Rd. 

Romeo, MI 48065 

1-586-752-5965 Home 1-586 -876 -3227 Cell - Email to: 

zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net    E-mail is hi ghly preferred  
 

mailto:zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net


14 

 

 

 
 


